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ADVERTISEMENT. 


T HE ci of theſe Sheets 
(now making their ſecond Ap- 
In. in Public) hath the Honour 
of acquainting the candid Reader, 
that he will be entirely obliged for this 
little Preſent which may fall into his 
Hands, to a Lay Gentleman, who (to 
uſe his own Words) is clearly of Opini- 
on, that the Subject merits the Re- 
gard and Attention of every Member 
of the Eſtabliſhed Church; and that 
it cannot be {lighted without running 
counter, in the Inſtance in queſtion, to 
the Apoſtolic Precept, Let all Things 
be done decently and in Order. 
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FROM, 4 


CLERGYMAN, Oc. 

81 R, 

AM ſorry, you ſhould look on 
my Non-compliance with your 
Requeſt, as an Inſtance of great 

Difreſpe&t ; and think it a ſufficient - 
Foundation for the Reſentment, | you 
take ſo many n of diſco- 
"a | 
You allege, that other Clergymen 
(around us) ſhew no kind of Scruple 
in chriſtening Children at Home; and 
ſcem to make it a Matter of Surprize 
that I ſhould. I will not undertake 
to account for what other Gentlemen 
do; or to impeach their Conduct; 
but hope, I ſhall be able to produce 
B | ſuch 


(2] 

ſuch Reaſons, and Authorities in this 
Letter, as will abundantly vindicate 
my own: I am very certain, that nei- 
ther yourſelf, nor any Perſon whatever, 
can charge me with having ever done 
what J refufed you. And, if this Cir- 
cumftance had been admitted in the 
Caſe, and allowed its due Weight, it 
might have ſaved you the Trouble of 
making the Rupture, and me this La- 
bour of endeavouring to heal it. It 
could not fairly be ſuppoſed, that J 
ſhould do in the J Stage of Life, 
what I had never done before. And 
it is very wonderful, how ſo ab/urd a 
Practice (eſpecially as it had its R:/e 
chiefly in the Times of the Rebellion, 
and Civil Wars in this Kingdom) ſhould 
ever obtain among us. 

The Title of the Office of Public 
Baptiſm is, —The Miniftration of Pub- 
lic Baptiſm of Infants, to be uſed in 
the Church, 


And 


E31 
And the Rubric ſays,— The People 
are to be admoniſhed, that it is moſt 
convenient, that Baptiſm ſhould not be 
adminiſtered but upon Sunday, and 
other Holydays, when the moſt Num- 
ber of People are together; as well for 
that the Congregation there preſent, 
may teſtify the Receiving of them, that 
be newly baptiſed, into the Number 
of Chriſt's Church; as alſo becauſe, in 
the Baptiſm of Infants, every Man 
preſent may be put in Remembrance 


of his own Profeſſion made to God i in 


his Baptiſm. 


And when there are Children to de 
baptiſed, the Prieft coming to the 
FoxT, and ſtanding there, ſhall fay, 
&c. 8 | 

T hen is an obvious Remark (lays 
the Reverend and learned Mr. Arch- 
deacon Sharpe) to be made on this Re- 
ſtriction, as to Place, viz. That no 
Miniſter ought to uſe this Public Form 
in a Private Houſe, or indeed in any 
B 2 Place, 


1 

Place,” except at the Foxx itſelf, to 
which the Uſe of it is reſtrained; Nay, 
very Office ixſelf would, in which he 
is directed to pray in, theſe Wards: 
Grant, that cubgſoever is HAURE dedi- 
cated to Thee by our Qfice and Mini- 
fry, may be endued with heavenly Vir- 


tues, &c. Conſider, whether theſe 


Words can conſiſtently, or indeed with- 
out Abſurdity, be uſed in a Parlour 
or Bed-chamber, or indeed in any ather 
Place, fave at the common Baptiſtery, 
or Fountain of Baptiſm, (as the old 
Offices term it,) appropriated to mach 


Paciſh, or Congregation .' 
I 


* 28 = of Stone for Baptiſm is end? in every 
Pariſh, (and let it never be forſaken) by the eighty- 
firſt Canon. And it is folemnly conſecrated for that 


| Purpoſe in the following, or ſuch like Form. The 


Biſhop (having laid his Hand upon it) devoutly 
prays; Regard, O Lord, the Supplications of thy Ser- 
vants, and grant that thoſe Children that ſhall be bap- 
 tiſed, in this Lover of the New Birth, may be ſandti- 


fied, and waſhed, with the Holy Ghoſt; and being de- 


n thy Wrath, and received into the Ark of 
311 8 | Cbriſt s 


93 
I vis n, Sir, you would do me the 
Favour to examine the Rubrics, and 
Office of Public Baptiſm, a little more 
carefully than you have hitherto done, 
and then you muſt be immediately ſa- 
tisfied by the we Tenor of the Form, 
that it gt not, cannot, without great 
Violence done to it, be uſed any where 
elſe, but in the CHURCH. The Re- 
ception of a Child baptiſed, is to be 
in theſe Words: We receive this Child 
into the Congregation of Chriſt's Flock, 
&c. The Words, (lays Dr. Comber) 
are a ſolemn Proclamation made by a 
facred Herald (according to the Cuſ- 
tom in human Creatioas, Inveſtitures; 
and Admiſſions to honourable Orders), 
declaring the Party is now, and ought 
to be, reputed a CHriſtian. And this 
ought to be ſpoken with a loud Voice, 
that 


Chriſt's Church, may receive herein the Fulneſs of 
Grace, and ever remain in the Number of thy faithſul 
and elect Children. Amen. 

See Biſhop Auarews's Form of Conſecration of a 
Church, in Biſhop Eparrccv's Collection. 


| [6 1 
that all the Congregation may rejoice 
in beholding one more liſted under Ja- 
0s Currier *. And the Form of Re- 
ception (as any one may ſee, that will 
but read the Rubric) was ſo far from 
being intended to be uſed in a Privais 
Houfe, that in caſe a Child had been 
baptiſed on ſome urgent Occaſion, and 
the eſſential Parts of the Sacrament 
adminiſtered in an Houſe, the Solem- 
nities were yet /iill to be performed in 
the Cnhuxcn, and the Child brought 
thither to be admitted into the Con- 
gregation of Chrift's Flock. 

And if, Sir, you ſhould be diſpoſed 
to know the L/ and Reaſon of /o much 
Care, as appears to have been taken in 
this Reſpect, you may be thoroughly 
ſatisfied from very unexceptionable Au- 
thority, no leſs than the very highly 
honoured Mr. Hooters“ > 


cc The 


* His Companion to the Altar, Part III. p. 19). 
+ Eccleſiaſtical Policy, Book I. Sect. I. 


( 


[9] 
„ The End which is aimed at (he 
« tells us) in ſetting down the owrward 
« Form of all religious Actions, is the 


« Fdification of the Church. And 


« we muſt not think but there is ſome 
« Ground of Reaſon even in Mature, 
« whereby it cometh to paſs, that no 


« Nation under Heaven either doth, or 


« did ſuffer public Actions, which are 
« of Weight, whether they be civil or 
temporal, or elſe ſpiritual and ſa- 
« cred, to pals without ſome viſible So- 
„ Jemnity.”' 

coup not but be pleaſed with a 
Paragraph in a Letter to the Public re- 


lating to the MARRIAOE-Acr, where 


the ingenious Author ſays, Our Laws 
have prudently mingled Religion with 
the Execution of the Marriage-Con- 
tract, joining Prayers with the Nup- 
tial Rites, and introducing a Miniſtar 
of Public Worſhip, as a neceſſary Agent 
in performing the Ceremony. And 
for the ſame Reaſon, it was proper to 

require 


we 8 1 . 
require the Celebration of Marriage in 
Places ſet a- part for Devotion, as theſe 
Circumſtances all conſpire. to ſet the 
Contract in a ſerious Light, and to 
give it the Stamp of a: /acred Engage- 
ENT. 

And Baptiſm hind a ſacred Rite or 
Ceremony of our Saviour's own Ap- 
pointment, for the ſolemn admitting 
of Perſons into the Covenant of Grace, 


where can it be ſo properly performed, 


as in the Place dedicated to God for 


holy Uſes; eſpecially when the Church 


has provided a Form excellently well 
adapted to ſach Place; and what can- 
not without the utmoſt Impropriety be 


uſed in any other? 


When our Lord (ſays Biſhop Beve- 
ridge) in his Infancy was brought to 
the Temple, it is ſaid, St. Lule ii. 22. 


They brought him thither to preſent him 


to the Lord. Where we may obſerve 
by the Way, that this one Place of 
Scripture, duly confidered, would be 


[ufficrent 


= 9 ] 
Ruſt; to perſuade all Chriſtian Pa- 
rents to have their Children baptiſed, 
not in their ow7, but in God's Houſe, 
that they may there be preſented to 
the Lord, as Chrift was, and fo receive 
his Bleſling, according to the Prayers 
which are there made for them in God's 


own Houſe, in his Houſe of Prayer, 
where he himſelf hath promiſed to meet 
and bleſs them. By virtue of which 
Promiſe, the People of God in all 
Ages, have found their comer and 
public Prayers more effectual *. 


Q But 


See his great Neceſſity and Advantage of pub- 
lic Prayer, p. 8. *Tis moſt for the Intereſt of the 
Infant to be /o baptiſed, that it may have the Be- 
nefit of the united Prayers of a full Chriſtian Con- 
gregation, which 1s much to be valued. Methinks, 
there ſhould be no need of urging this to Parents, 
that have any real Love or Aﬀection to their Chil- 
dren. This would incline them to deſire, hat 
themſelves, which the Church delires of them. 
Remember, I beſeech you, that your Children are 
to be but once baptiſed ; and what is but once done, 
ought to be well done, in the beſt, and moſt perfect 
Manner. Biſhop Bull's Companion for the Candi- 
dates of Holy Orders, p. 48. 


[ 20 ] 
But no Perſon is more worthy to be 
heard on this Subject, than the very 
Reverend Doctor Wall, ſo well known, 
and diſtinguiſhed in the learned World 
(though by 0 equal * Preferment in 
the Cuurcn) for his moſt excellent 
Hiſtory and Defence of Infant Baptiſm. 
And I ſhould not do Juſtice to myſelf 
or you, if I did not produce his Teſ- 
timony. He ſays in his Defence, p. 
408.— concerning the Abuſe of ad- 
miniſtering the Sacrament of Baptiſm 
in private Houſes, Bed-chambers, ec. to 
Children that are well. —< I ſpoke my 
Senſe in my Book on the Notes I made 
on St. Auſtin's Account, of the devout 
People running to Church with their 


| * With fruitleſs Toll let Midnight Scholars pore, 
| And dig the Mine, while others gain the Ore. 

| While Jobnſon from his Cranbrook ne'er ſhall part, 

And Fiddes pining, ſighs with broken Heart. 

While Grabe in vain © unthankful Britain flies, 


And Wall neglected in a Corner lies, 
And poor and unrewarded Bingham dies. 

See the Pariſh-Prieſt, in the Reverend Mr. Sa- 
muel Weſtley's Poems, 


[m7] 

&x Children, that were in Danger of 
Death, to have them ſpeedily baptiſed. 
I have this more to lay to the Con- 
ſciences of thoſe my Brethren of the 
Clergy, that uſe themſelves to give 
theſe Bed-chamber Baptiſms, that they 
would conſider both the Profanation, 
and Indignity, they bring on Chriſt's 
Sacrament ; and alſo how directly con- 
trary their Practice is to the Liturgy, 
which they are obliged in Duty, and 
by ſolemn Promiſe, to conform to. 
The Liturgy appoints two ſeveral Of- 

fices for Baptiſm of Infants, on two ſe- 
veral Caſes. One more ſolemn for pub- 
lic Baptiſm, to be uſed no where but 
in the Cuuxcn, to which all Children, 
that are in an ordinary State of Health, 

are to be brought. The other to be 
uſed in Houſes in caſe of Neceſſity, and 
not elſe. And theſe are very different 
(not difterent Baptiſms, but have dif- 
terent Circumſtances) one from the 
other. Now for any Clergyman, that 
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(72, | 
is under the Obligation of Conſcience. 
I ſpoke of, to take one of theſe (that 
of public Baptiſm) and uſe it in Houſes, 
is plainly contrary to the ſaid Obliga- 
tion. And ſome of the Prayers, ſo 
miſapplied, are abſurd and ridiculous. 
For Example—The Miniſter ſtanding 
at the FoxT in the Cyurcn, is to 
fay that Prayer: Grant, that whoſo- 
ever is here dedicated to Thee by our Of 
fee and Miniſtry, &c. Can he think 
that, THAT HERE is applicable to the 
Parlour, or Bed-chamber? Is it not 
ſcandalous to apply it? Or has he any 
Authority to 07277, or alter the Form? 

The Profanation, and Indignity in 
general on this Sacrament, on Occa- 
ſion of this Houſe-Baptiſm, is ſo noto- 
rious, that I do appeal to the Expe- 
rience, and Conſcience of all, that uſe 
it, if hey tbemſelves be not ſcandalized 
at the indecent Circumſtances, that do 
almoſt always attend it. And can a 
Miniſter of Chriſt take any Comfort, 


or 


[13] 
or can he think, that the Dignity of 
the Holy Office, which he 1s perform- 
ing, is preſerved in /uch a Manage- 
ment ? 

There is one Thing, I am loth to 
ſpeak of That ſome of the Clergy 
are thought by ſome People to ule this 
Compliance for their own ſordid Gain; 
and for the Sake of the Preſent, which 
is given to the Baptiſer, for ſubmitting 
the Sacrament, and his own Holy Of- 
fice, to the Humour of ſome irreligi- 
ous Parents. 

St. Paul ſpeaks of ſome, who did 
keep Ale-houſes with God's Word : That 
is his P hraſe, 2 Cor. ii. 17. Kœaru dee 
ro Aoyov τ Ot, Tell it, proſtitute it, in 
the ſame Senſe as Autnors uſe the 
Word Kœ⁰fr U 75 d. xuv, OT TYv elo, to 
ſell Fuſtice, or ſell a Peace, as a n., 
an Alehouſe-keeper, ſells his Ale. 

God Almighty keep us from doing 
this with his Sacrament. It is more 
than enough; it is to a dreadful De- 


gree 


* 
4. 4 oy 
i K 
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gee too much, that Benefices, Places, 
Offices, Promotions in the Church, are 
- trucked, If we can keep any thing 
unproſtituted, it ſhould be God's Word, 
and Sacraments, St. Janes ſhews the 
Miſchief of having any Reſpect of Per- 
ſons, Rich and Poor, in Concerns of 
Religion. It will certainly have the 
ſame Effect there, which Solomon ſays 
it has every where, where it is ad- 
mitted. To have Reſpect of Perſons is 
not good (he means it is d very miſchie- 
vous Thing) for a Piece of Bread, that 
Man will tranſgreſs.” 

I flatter myſelf, Sir, that you will 
pay much Deference to the Judgment 
of the great, and good Men, Ihave men- 
tioned ; and think better of /zch Cler- 
gymen, that <7ll not be prevailed on 
to do Things, attended with /o many 
bad Conſequences, I would by no 
means appear to be righteous over- 
much; or affect to be ſingular in my 
Miniſtry. But muſt I therefore ſlight, 

| and 
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and overlook. the important (yet plain 
and 640 Rules, that are to carry us 
right in diſcharging | our Office? I 
know not how it is poſſible to ſhut 
one 's Eyes; and ſlip by them. I can 
hardly open my Common-Prayer Book, 
without immediately ſeeing one molt 
ſtriking Inſtruction— That the wilful 
and contemptuous Tranſpreſſion and 
Breaking of any common, Order, and 
Diſcipline, is no ſmall Offence before 
God; ; and that no Man ought to take 
in hand, or preſume to appoint, or al- 
ter any public, or common Order i: 
Chriſt s Church, unlcſs he be lawfully 
called, or authorized thereunto.“ 

I took the liberty to inſert a Remark 
from Mr. Archdeacon Sharp, at the 
Beginning of my Letter ; I ſhall now 
make a little more uſe of this worthy 
Gentleman's Authority, as he has given 
the fulleſt Teſtimony of his great Know- 
ledge, and Judgment in the Eccleft aſ- 


tical Laws, by the ſeveral excellent 
Charges, 


Charges, he hid lately favoured thePub- 
lic with. He ſhews, through the whole 
Courſe of them, all poſſible Candour ; 
and gives all reaſonable Latitude—yet 
is very far from countenancing the Non- 
obſervance of Rubrics clearly practi- 
cable. 

You will pleaſe to give me leave to 
lay a few Extracts from his Book be- 
fore you ; which, I believe, will yield 
you ſtill further Satisfaction. © In the 
firſt Place, I apprehend (ſays this emi- 
nent Ritualiſt) we ought to make a 
Difterence (and it is a material one in 
our preſent Caſe) between thoſe Laws, 
and Rules, to the Obſervance of which 
we have bound ourſelves by public De- 
clarations, and expreſs Promiſes ; and 
thoſe, which are bound upon us by 
Authority only, without our formal 
Conſent, or voluntary Stipulation to 
obſerve them. For in this latter Caſe, 
where our Obli gations ariſe merely 
from the A that preſcribes, 

ſome 


3 


ſome Things may be juſtly and rea- 
ſonably pleaded for a Diſpenſation for 
Non- obſervance, which yet cannot 
on any Pretence be alledged in the 
former Caſe, where we have by one, 
or more voluntary Acts made ourſelves 
Parties, and with great Solemnity tied 
ourſelves up to the Performance of any 

Rite or Ceremony. | 
Hence then we learn, upon how dif- 
ferent a Footing our Rubric, to which 
we have bound ourſelves by expreſs 
Conſent and Promiſe, is from all other 
Eccleſiaſtical Laws, where our per- 
{onal Engagement is out of queſtion. 
For without conſidering the Rubric as 
Statute, and as ſuch only, upon the 
Level with ſeveral other ſubſequent 
Acts of Parliament relating to our oc- 
caſional Miniſtrations, we are under 
this peculiar Circumſtance of Obliga- 
tion to obſerve it; that we have by 
our Subſcriptions at both Ordinations, 
by one of our Vows at the Altar for 
D Order 


i 18 1 
= of Prieſthood, by our Subſcrip- 
tions, and Declarations of Conformity 
before our Ordinary, and Repetition of 
them in the Church before our Con- 
gregations; and likewiſe by our De- 
clarations of Aſſent and Conſent, as 
preſcribed in the Act of Uniformity. 
J fay, we have in all theſe ſeveral 
Mays tied ourſelves down to a re- 
gular, conſtant, conſcientious Per- 
formance of all, and every Thing, 
preſcribed in, and by, the Book of 
Common-Prayer, according to the 
Uſage of the CHURCH Of ENGLAND. 5 
And ſeeing it has been the Wiſdom of 
our Cuurcn to lay us under theſe 
Engagements, in order to preſerve ex- 
act Uniformity in public Worſhip, and 
all the liturgic Offices: Nay, ſince it 
has been judged proper to carry us 
through a Train of theſe Stipulations, 
before we can get Poſſeſſion of any 
hHenefice, and to make us renew them 
again and again, as often as we change 
Our 


[ 29 } 
our Preferment, or obtain any new 
Promotion; and ſeeing that we have 
entered (as we have profeſſed) Ex 
Animo into' this Covenant with the 
Church, and have deliberately renew- 
ed it as often as there has been Occa- 
ſion: How frivolous is it for any of us 
to ſay, that the Connivance, or the 
preſumed Conſent of our Ordinary, or 
the private Conveniencies of ourſelves, 
or Families, or the obliging of any of 
13 our Pariſhioners, or the apparent In- 
14 expediency of adhering to the Letter in 
ſome few Caſes, will diſſolve our Ob- 
ligations to Conformity? Why, ſurely, 
we muſt know, that theſe, and the 
like Allegations are quite out of the 
Caſe; that, however our Church-Go- 
vernors may diſpenſe with our Breaches 
of Rubric, however our People may 
acquieſce in them, or approve of them, 
yet that the Queſtion is how far we are 
at Liberty to diſpenſe with owr/efves on 
Account of the forementioned Engage- 
| L223 ments, 


E iS } 
ments, to which God, and the Church, 
are made Witnefles in as folemn a Man- 
ner, as they are to our perſonal Stipu- 
lations at Confirmation, or Matrimo- 
ny; or whether we have not in this 
Caſe precluded ourſelves from all Be- 
nefit of ſuch Exemption, or Diſpen- 
fation, as might perhaps be reaſonably 
alledged in ſeveral other merely ſta- 
tutable, or canonical Matters.” 

T well remember, Sir, you put very 
great Streſs on the Connivance of the 
Ordinary at ſome particular Deviations 
from Rubrics, &. and inſiſted on its 
being a /zfficient (though zacir) Diſpen- 
8 for ſuch Genel Liberties, — 
but hope, you cannot — now avoid 
ſeeing /o great a Miſtake. And Dr. 
Sharp will further inform you, “ that 
though the Ordinary may conmive at a 
cuſtomary Neglect, yet he cannot war- 

rant nor excuſe the Miniſter in it, be- 
cauſc he is pan by prior Obligations 
pt Conformity, to obey the Caurcn 


in 
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in what ſhe commands in her Rubrics. 
And in all Points, where the Rubrics 
are plain and expreſs, the Ordinary has 
70 Authority to releaſe us from that 
Obedience, as appears from the Pre- 
face concerning the Service of the 


CrHuRcn, at the Beginning of the 
Prayer-Book. In which, though the 


Ordinary is allowed to interpret, and 


determine the Senſe of the Rubric for 
us in all doubtful Cales, yet it is with 
this Proviſo, that he Hall not order, 
or determine any Thing, that is con- 


 trary to what is contained in the Ser- 


vice-Book : That is, in Points that are 
clearly expreſſed, the Ordinary is as 
much prohibited from making Innova- 
tions, as the meaneſt parochial Miniſter 
among us.“ 

This excellent, decifive Writer, you 
| obſerve, takes notice above of ſome 
very peculiar Circumſtances of Obliga- 
tion, Clergymen are under to obey 
Rubrics; and one 1s their Vow at the 

| | Altar 


w Il 


l 

Altar for the Order of Prieſthood. 
Now the Solemnity of this Tranſaction 
obliges me to be a little more particu- 
lar in ſhewing the /everal Parts of it. 

- The Biſhop, at the Cloſe of a moſt 
pathetic Exhortation, ſays :—And now 
that the preſent Congregation of Chriſt 
here aſſembled may all under/iand your 
Minds, and Wills in theſe Things; and 
that this your Promiſe may the more 
move you to do your Duties, ye ſhall 
anſwer plainly to theſe Things, which 
we, in the Name of God, ſhall demand 
of you touching the ſame. 

Will you then give your faithful Di- 
ligence always /o to miniſter the Doc- 
trine and Sacraments, and the Diſci- 
pline of Chriſt, as the Lord hath com- , 
manded, and as this CHURCH and 05 
REALM hath received the fame, ac- 1 
cording to the Commandments of 
God; ſo that you may teach the 
People committed to your Care and 
Charge, 


[ 23] 
Charge, with all Diligence to keep 
; and obſerve them? 


ANSWER. 


I will do ſo by the Help of the 
Lord “. 


Dr. Comber's Note muſt not be here 
omitted, which is:“ We have ac- 
curately preſcribed Forms for all our 
Miniſtrations ; from which, if any Mi- 
niſter might vary, and follow his own 
Fancy, it would breed infinite Confu- 
ſion, and endleſs Scandals. Wherefore 
after the Example of our pious Anceſ- 
tors, we oblige all the Clergy to mini- 
ſter the Word, and Sacraments ; yea, and 
Diſcipline alſo, in ow uniform Man- 
ner: Which our Prieſts may ſafely 
promiſe to do, becauſe this CHURCH 
hath taken ſuch exact Care to come as 


Dear 


Promiſe unto the Lord your God, and keep it 
* ye, that are round about him. 


[ 24 ] 

near as poſſible to Holy Scripture in all 
thoſe Particulars. So that for any Mini- 
ſter to come ſhort of, or go beyond, z/h1s 
preſent Conſtitution, argues intolerable 
Pride and Folly, and diſcovers ſuch a 
Preſumption, as admits of no Excuſe, 
eſpecially after he has ſolemnly pro- 
miſled before God, and many Wit- 
nefles,, that he will adminiſter all 
theſe according to the Rules of the 

Church “.“ 
You * Sir, how bad jeg” hateful 
a Light Innovators were looked upon 
in. And J mult tell you, the Praclice 
you would promote, uſed to appear to 
the Governors of the CuuRrcy-in fo 
ghaſily a Shape, that they endeavoured 
to purſue and aboliſh it even by a par- [ 
ticular 18 
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* All Clergymen, in the Prayer for the State of 
Chriſt's Church militant here on Earth, beſcech 
God to give Grace to all Biſbeps and Curates, tightly 
end duly to adminiſter his Holy Sacraments. mh 
ſhould by undue Adminiſtrations defeat their dun 
Prayers. 


[25] 
ticular Article of Inquiry : after it at 
their Viſitations. J 

J have ſeveral Books. of Articles — 
1 me. And in one I find the fol- 
lowing Interrogatory : Have any Chil- 
dren been baptiſed in Private (except 
upon great Neceſſity) and if fo, what: 
was the ſame? And have all Children, 
which were privately baptiſed, if they 
lived, been afterwards brought to your 
CHuRcn, that the Congregation might 
he certified, whether they were law- 
fully baptiſed or no In another: Doth 
your Miniſter, in the Adminiſtration of 
the Sacraments, uſe the reſpective Forms 
in the Book of Common-Prayer, which 
are enjoined in the Cuuvrcu? 

In the Articles of Inquiry qihibited 
to the Miniſters, &c. at a Metropoli- 
tical Viſitation throughout the Dioceſe 
of Lincoln, we have this Interrogatory: 
Doth your Miniſter delay the Baptiſm 
of any Infant, that is in Danger of 
Death, or baptiſe them in any other 


8 E Place, 


z no ſuch Danger? And when they 


0261 
Plate, than the Cnusch, when there 


are (in Cale of Neceſſity) thus pri- 


vately baptiſed, doth he cauſe them 


afterwards, if they live, to be brought 


into the Cuurcn, and certify the Con- 


gregation of the Form of Baptiſm uſed 

in private, and proceed thereupon. in 
all Points, as in the Office for Private 
n is directed? 


A fourth Ordinary inquires, if there 


are any Pariſhioners. (who. profeſs: to 


live in the Communion of the Cuvacs 
of ENGLAND) that refw/e to ſend their 


Infant Children to be baptiſed publicly 
in the Cnhuxck, unleſs in Caſe of great 
Danger; or do they fend them to be 


baptiſed in any other Pariſh? It ſhould 
have been aſked too, whether they did 
not ſend for the Miniſter, or Curate 
of another Pariſh, to baptiſe their Chil- 
dren at Home, when their own Mink: 
er in to do uf. | 


{27 7 

You told me, Sir, you would try 

this Expedient, and did; and with 

Succeſs moſt amazing—perhaps even 
to yourſelf e. 1 


Puder 


Events ſo hard to be aceounted fo; make me 
recollect and take notice at this Place, that forge 
Years ago (and other Inſtances of the like Kind haye 
been heard of Auce) a Diſcovery was made, by Let- 
ters found in a Gentleman's Scrutoir, who ſhot him- 
ſelf, of ſome very extraordinary Deiſtical Schemes, 
framed plainly to diſgrace the Cavs ca of Ex- 
LAND, and undermine the Chriſtian Religion. 

One or more of the Projectors, were actually. got 
into Orders; and another had advanced ſo far to- 
wards it, as to offer himſelf for Examination, bur 
happened to be diſappointed. He was taken in the 
crafty Wilineſs, that he had imagined. The Let- 
ters in his own Hand- writing (diſcovered as = 
ſaid, and produced before his Face) were Full 
neſſes againſt him. "FS 
They (no doubt) appeared alſo to 4 like the 
Hand-writing on the Wall to another Monſter, and 


looſed the very Joints of his Loins, and ns 


Knees ſmite one againſt another. 

Dr. Nichols: (in his Defence of the oak of 
EncLand) mentions a vile Contrivance {hatched 
by a Puritan) to bring our Liturgy into Diſrepute. 
It may be of ſome Service to add it. Thaſe 
<«< Miniſters of the Separation, who had no g. 
* Aces, kept Conventicles, either in private Houſes 
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. 
Et dici potuiſſe, & non poruiſſe 2 


1224 


But you will give me Leave to lool 
2 little further into Viſitation-Inquirics. 
And that great Ornament of the Eng- 
22 Cnusch, Biſhop Bull, in his 


Charge to the Clergy. of the Dioceſe 


of St. David's, fays thus: Ano- 
ther and main Part of the Prieſt s Of- 


ice 1 is the Adainifiration of the Hol y 


Sacra 


or in the Field. Oben who were Pariſh. Mini- 
« ſters, reſerved the Office of Preaching to them- 
feldes; but for reading the Common. Prayer, they 
« hired ſome ſorry Perſon, out of the meangſt of 
« the Laity, to perform it. Mr. Snap, a Miniſter 
«of Warwict, a great Puritan of that Time, did 
* tranſgreſs all Rules of Modeſty in this Particular, 
« and hired a lane old Seldier to be his Reader.“ 
Thus diſguiſed Batteries have been continually kept 


Playing upon us. And, ſurely, ſuch ſubtle Inven- 
tions muſt neceſſarily put every ſound, true-hearted 


Clergyman on his Guard, and make him hugely 
afraid of all /uch Conſtructions as may ariſe from a 


lifeleſs, negligent Habit of performing Divine Ser- 


vice; and indeed from every Thing, that may ap- 


-pear to be irregular | in his Miniſtrations, 


4 W «+ 0 < 
* * 


£29: 95 
Sacraments: Firſt, for Baptiſm; the 
Cuvxcn ſtrictly requires, that it be 
performed publicly in the Houſe of 
God, not in private Houſes, except 
in Caſes of real Neceſſity; as when a 
Child is weak, and cannot without en- 
dangering itſelf be brought to Chonxch. 
But notwithſtanding this ſtrict Order 
of our CHURCH, in moſt Places in 
this Country, Baptiſm is altogether ad- 
miniſtered in private Houſes, and ſcarce 
any (if any) baptiſed in the CHURCH. 


If this may be allowed, away with the 


FonTs in your. CHURCH Es,—what 
do they fignity? To what Purpoſe are 
they there? If all the Authority I am 
inveſted with, can do it, I will ſee this 
lamentable Abuſe of the mathe 
reformed. E 
The Author of ti Penitential Diſ- 
cipline of the primitive Cnhuxcn (ſup- 
poſed to be Dr. Marſhall) ſays, pag. 
232, © That if the Seaſons for Bap- 
6c _ were ſtill preſerved, out of 
cc which 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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te ,which-it ſhould not ordinarily). be 
10 lawful to adminiſter that ſolemn 


* Ordinance, the Office would appear 


£ the more vrnerable, when Numbers 
«ſhould contribute to heighten the 
« genſe of its Importance and Dig» 
« nity. It would not be the leaſt 
* Convenience attending ſuch a Re- 
4 gulation; that the preſent ¶ canda- 
4. Ir) Practice of Private Bap1i/ms, 
% would: entirely be removed by it, 
« whenever there ſhould be no Plea 
of Sickneſs or Danger to excuſe or 
«<//enforce it: And here it ſhould be 
in the ſtricteſt Senſe private. Nor 
4 ſhould we then appear, fo much as 
* y0w we. do, to be aſhamed of our 


"mm Religion, and of profeſſing bejs "P 


„Men, what Maſter we belong to. 
«. Nor would the Miawife then vie 
TY Offices with the Prieſt, who ſeem, 
« according to modern Eſtimation, to 
6c be of equal Akcconnt in theſe domeſ- 
tic Solemmities; where the giving u 

„ WVazze, 
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4 Name, paſſes with many for and 
«. main-Defgn of the Ceremonial.” ; 

.. Biſhop Smalriage adjures his — 
Ga order to preſerve an unſullia Cha- 
racer) to approve themſelves Tzun 
and GENUINE Sons of the C nunc 
of ENGLAND, by a /feady Adberence 
to its Doctrines, a devout Celebration 
of its Worfhip, and a #r:2. Conſor- 
mity to its Rules, Orders, and Diſci- 
pline; -. -; {46 I ee BG. 1 SES. 
When it is by our Eccleſiaſtical Laws 
provided, that there fhall be a Foxr 
of Stone in every Ch ux, for the 
more decent Adminiſtration of Bapy 
tilm, &c. Se. Sc. © Plain it is (fays 
his Lordſhip) and by the Framers of 
theſe Laws plainly declared, that in all 
facred Offices, and by all facred Per- 
fons, a great Regard ought to be had 
to Decency.” + 

A Notion too commonly orevaily 
of inſuperable Difficulties attending a 
2 aun to the Eocleſiaſtical 


Laws, 
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Las, in our preſent Circumſtances: 
Wherefore I have endeavoured (ſays 
Mr. Archdeacon Sharp) in every In- 
ſtance of our Obligations, either from 
Rubric or Canons, to obviate this Ob- 
jection, and reconcile Law with Prac- 
zice, by ſhewing how our Conduct may 
be adjuſted to our Rule, and rendered 
uniform and irreproachable in itſelf, as 
well as conſiſtent with, and agrecable 
to thoſe Laws, by which It is to be 
regulated. 

He ſpeaks of Cuſtoms that TRE pre- 
villed;; in ſome populous Towns, &c. 
repugnant to the Eccleſiaſtical Laws; 
but had the Pleaſure to ſay, the Cafe 
was otherwife within his Juriſdiction; 
here, although ſome 1rregularities 
had been occaſionally committed, yet 


they were always condemned, as Inno- 


vations upon Church-diſcipline, and 
unwarrantable; and had never grown 
into an avowed, or cuſtomary Prac- 
tice. A worthy Proof of trus Regard, 


{ and 


E 33] 
and Zeal for the Honour of Religion, 
the eſtabliſhed Cu ux cH, and her ex- 
cellent Services. And I have known 
a long, obſlinate, and general Cu ſtom 
of baptiſing at Home, intirely ly baniſhed 
out of a whole Dioceſe * by /uch a 


F vigilant 


*I wiſh the ſame could have been done in ano- 
ther, from whence the Infection comes into the 
Country. The Reverend Dr. Adam Littleton (fo 
long ago) ſeemed very ſenſible of the Quarter, that 
bad Precedents aroſe from. And how worthily did 
he endeavour to ſtop the Sluice! * Let vs eſpe— 
cially (ſays the excellent Man) who are placed near, 
and about the great Metropolis of the Nation, mind 
the Buſineſs of our Function, conſidering what great 
Advantages are afforded us, what ſacred Courage is 
infuſed into us, by the Authority and Prudence: of 
our Right Honourable and Right Reverend Dio- 
ceſan; and withal remembering, that all other 
CHURCHES at a Diſtance will take heir Meaſures 
from our Example, from what they ſhall ſee put ig 
Practice by us. So that if we of theſe Places, who 
do, as it were, ſtand in the Van of the Encrisn” 
CHuRCH, ſhall reſolve unanimouſly to keep our 
Ground, like a Stand of Pikes, the whole Nation 
will in ſome ſhort Time with Eaſe be reduced into 
good Order again.” The Concluſion of his Ser- 
mon, preached at the Viſitation of the Right Reve- 
rend Henry, Lord Biſhop of London. See another 
Extract from it, at the End of this Letter. 


/ 
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3.3 
vigilant Eye, and the ile Spirit ih 
Reſolution. 

Vou uſed to tell me, Sir, that I was 
too ſcrupulous, and confined myſelf to 
narrower Limits than other People; 
but I hope, you now plainly diſcern 
the Neceſſity and important Reaſons 
for our adhering to Rules. If we did 
not, there would be 20 End of Com- 
pliagces, nor of the bad Effects of 


them. We may learn ſo much even 


from Mr. Baxter (fas ft & ab hoſte 


doceri) who ſays in his Cure of Church 
Diviſions — © The Paſtors, who will 
preſerve the CHURCHEs, muſt not be 
ſo tender of preſcrving their Intereſt 
in their Pariſhioners, as to depart from 
ſober Principles and Ways to pleaſe 
them. 

This pleaſing Men is not the Way 
of Peace; it may prove a palliate Cure 
for preſent, but prepareth for after 
Troubles and Confuſions. If you 
wilt pleaſe them, you muſt follow 

them 
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them on, except you repent; and then 
you might, at much cheaper Rates, 
have forſook them, where they forſook 
the Ways of Truth and Peace.” 
How exactly is this verified in the 
Caſe I am diſcuſſing? After a Mini- 
ſter has been frequently chriſtening ar 
Home, and his favourable Diſpoſition 
to ſuch Compliances well known, he 
never wants for Solicitations. Freſh 
Indulgencies are continually aſked, and 

he knows not how to ſtop his Hand, 
or where they will end. A Candler 
woman deſires to be churched at Home, 
and it cannot be refuſed *®, And when 
a 
* Methinks a Miniſter, who has any Regard for 
his Character, and conſiders the Honour of the 


Lord he ſerves, ſhould diſdain ſuch a ſervile Com- 
pliance and Submiſſion, and abhor the betraying 
his Maſter's Dignity. And one would believe the 
Greatneſs of the Mercy ſhould oblige every Wo- 
man readily to acknowledge it, in the moſt proper 
Manner and Place, And the Rubric ſays — The 
Woman ſhall come to the Cyugcu. And here the 
can with due Propriety and Decency (and here 


only) repeat (as ſhe is required to do) the excellent 


F 2 Pſalm 
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a Child has had Private Baptiſm, in- 
ſtead of its being brought afterwards 
to Chusch, as the Rubric enjoins, the 
Miniſter even makes this give way too. 
[ Quere, if this be not depraving the 
Book of Common-Prayer.| He is pre- 
vailed on (Horrendum dictu /) to go 
Home, and finiſh the reſt of the Ser- 
vice and Ceremony at Home. And 
there he certifies, that the Child had 
been already baptiſed by him; and 

there 


Pſalm appointed for the Office; and, ſurely, with 


/ particular Pleaſure and Comfort, this Part of it :— 


I will pay my Vows now in the Preſence of all his Peo- 
ple, in the Courts of the Lord's Houſe, even in the 
Midſs of thee, O Jeruſalem, praiſe the Lord. A 
pious, and very worthy Lady in this Neighbour- 
hood, (whoſe Fortune was above 60,000 l.) would 
not accept of a Compliment made her by the Mini- 
[ter of the Pariſh, — but refaſed to be churched even 
in her Seat, as the uſual Place was at the Communion 
Rails. Thither ſhe would go (with the pooreſt Wo- 
man) and with Ardor, equal to the Solemnity of 
tae Place, and Occaſion, return Thanks to Him, 
thet Led delivered her Scul from Death, her Eyes from 
Tears, and her I'eet frem falling. 


[37] 
there he receives it into the Congrega- 
tion of Chriſt's Flock. | 
There are too many Inſtances * of 
this Sort; but tell them not in Gazh, 
—publiſh them not in the Streets of 
Aſﬀelon. 55 
I need not inform you, Sir, WHAT 
3 Ends all theſe 7rregular Things are 
done to ſerve. It is very evident that 
it is chiefly to gratify a little Vanity 
and Pride, that People affect on ſuch 
Occaſions. | 
1 I had never but one Suit before yours, 
of this Kind, — and then I was wrote 
to by a Gentleman (your near Relation) 
to come to his Houſe and baptiſe his 
Child, and make ſome Difference be- 
twixt People of Faſhion, and the vul- 
gar Sort, He ſpoke out, and was not 
aſhamed to give the right Reaſon for 


{ſuch 


| *. Thoſe Rites and Ceremonies of the Cyurcy, 
f which are the ſelf ſame now, that they were when 
holy and virtuous Men maintained them, againſt 

profane and deriding Adverſaries, her cou Children 


have this Day in Deriſion. Hooters Eccleſ. Polity. 


[ 38 
ſuch Requeſts. And this is the gener 
Source of all the undue Compliances 
which are made. The notorious Vio- 
lation of our Rubies, Sc. and the 
miſuſing of our holy Offices, are en- 
tirely owing to it. 8 
ce There are 10 Orders of the 
Cnusch (ſays Dr. Wall) that do 
come in Proceſs of Time to be more 
groſsly and univerſally abuſed, than 
zhoſe that firſt begin to be diſpenſed 
with for the State, and Character of the 
Perſons concerncd in them. This was 
firſt granted as a Privilege of Kings, 
or Kings Sons, as appears by the De- 
cretals of Clement the Vth, and by the 
Council of Cologne, where it is or- 
dained, that none but zhey ſhould be 
baptiſed at Home. Afterward it came, 
I ſuppoſe, to be allowed to Noblemen, 
and ſo to other rich Men. And as 
every Body affects the Name and State 
of Gentility, they think themſelves 
hardly dealt with, if they be accounted 
in 


[ 39 } 
in this Matter inferior to /#ch, or ſuch 
of their Neighbours. This, and many | 

i} other Inſtances of the like Nature, 
that might be given, ſhould teach the 
Clergy to take care how they make 
any Beginning of breaking that Rule 
of Scripture given by St. James, againſt 
any Reſpect of Perſons to be ſhewn in 
CHURCH Matters; for if you once 
begin, there is no Stop to be, made 
afterwards. Therefore the Synod of 
Aix determined—That no Curate, or 
other Prieſt, ſhould, under Pain of Ex- 
communication, go to any Houſe, not 
even of a Nobleman, to adminiſter Bap- 
tiſm, except in Caſe of Weceſſity; and 
that no Caſe ſhould be taken to be of 
Meceſſity, but Where the Child's l is 
6 in Danger. 
But you can't, I think, want now 
to be acquainted, that we have /ater 
and //ronger Ties, than ſuch Decrees 


tO 


Pr. Wall's Hiſtory of Infant Baptiſm, Vol. I. 
p. 230. 
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to bind vs, and the Laity alſo to Rules 
of Diſcipline, Order, and Decency. I 
do not mean Rwubrics, &c. only. Vou 
ſeem to put no great Streſs upon them, 
but I mean the three As of Unifor- 
mity, made in the Reigns of King Eu- 
ward VI. Queen Eligabeth, and King 
Charles II. And a very wife Man ſays, 
A threefold Cord is not quickly broken. 
But as I have Reaſon to believe, though 
you know there are /uch Laws, that you 
have not looked much into them, I will 
copy a Section or two of them for your 
Uſe. And they will make a Diſcovery, 
that, I dare ſay, will be quite zew to 
you. Lou will be ſoon convinced, that 
your Vicar would have ſtood liable to 
have been /everly puniſbed, by expreſs 
Words in theſe very Statutes, for com- 
flying with your Requeſt, and you 
yourſelf no lefs fo, for having procured 
him to do it. This may ſtartle you a 
little, but (Lex dormit, &) it will 
appear to be Billa Vera. 

20 | 2 and 
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'p > 2 and 3 Edw. VI. Cap. 1. 


An Aci for the Uniformity of Service, 
and Adminiſtration of the Sacra- 
ments, throughout the Realm. 


* 


c Ya L and ſingular Miniſters, in 

2 any Cathedral or Pariſh- 
« Church, or other Place within this 
Realm of England, or other the 

5 « King's Dominions, ſhall, from and 
cc aſter the Feaſt of Pentecoſt next 
e coming, be bounden to ſay and uſe 
« the Mattins, Even- ſong, Celebra- 

c tion of the Lord's Supper, and Ad- 
« miniſtration of each of the Sacra- 
« ments, and all their common and 
« open Prayer, in ſuchꝭ Order and 
« Form as is mentioned in the ſame * 
« Book (Book of Common- Prayer) 
« and none other, or otherwiſe. And 
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[ 42 ] 
for the firſt Offence ſhall loſe and 
forfeit one Year's Profit of one ſpi- 


ritual Promotion, and ſuffer fix. 
Months Impriſonment. 


& And if any Perſon or Perſons 
whatſoever, after the ſaid Feaſt of 
Pentecoſi next coming, ſhall pro- 


cure any Parſon, Vicar, or other 


Miniſter, in any Cathedral, or Pa- 


riſn- Church, or Chapel, or in any 
other Place, to ſing or ſay any com- 


mon or open Prayer, or to miniſter 
any Sacrament, otherwiſe, or in any 


other Manner, than is mentioned 


in the ſaid Book, ſhall forfeit for 
the firſt Offence ten Pounds. 

You ſee, Sir, all, and ſingular Mi- 
ider are bound by this Act (and the 


Penalties for the ſame Offences are ſtill 


ſeverer in that of Queen Eligabeth) not 
to adminiſter any Sacrament, orher- 


wiſe, or in any other. Manner, than! 
is mentioned in the Common- Prayer 


Book. 


\- 
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Bool. And is not uſing the Public 
Office of Baptiſm in an ge fen Of. 
fice framed anly for, and appointed to 
be uſed in, the Cyurca) adminiſtering 
a Sacrament otherwiſe than mentioned 
in the Common-Prayer Bot? 
This muſt ſtand then for a moſt fla- 
grant Breach of the Statute : And your 
procuring a Miniſter to run counter to 
it is as notorious, and clearly ſubjects 
you to the Penalty of. ten Pounds. 
And the Act « empowers all, and fin; 
gular the Archbiſhops, and every of 
their Chancellors, Sc. Archdeacons, 
and other Ordinaries, to inquire in their 
Viſitations aſter ſuch Offences, and t to 
puniſh the Offenders by Admonition, 
Excommunication, &c. Nay, they 
are in God's Name earneſtly required, 
and charged, to endeavour themſelves 
G * 259338; to 


; de Miniſter forfeits one ar Revenue of 
all his Preferments, and the Procurer an hundred 


Marks. 


[4] 
to the uttermoſt of their Knowledges, 
that the due and true Execution of the 
Act may be had throughout their Dio- 
ceſe and Charges, as they will anſwer 
before God for ſuch Evils and Plagues, 
wherewith Almighty God may juſtly 
puniſh his People, for neglecting this 
good and wholeſome Law. 

All Ordinaries were therefore obliged 
to be very vigilant, and to frame ſe- 
veral of their Viſitation Inquiries ex- 
actly to the Acts of Uniformity. - And 
by certain Interrogatories inſerted in 
their Book of Articles, they plainly 
appear to have had a particular Eye 
on the irregular Adminiſtration of 
Baptiſm, and thought the Adminiſtra- 
tor, and the Perſon who procured him 
for. the Purpoſe, both puniſhable * 
theſe very As. 

I have already taken N otice of * 
veral Interrogatories I met with in ſuch 
Books, and ſhall only add one more, 
that I reſerved for this Place. 


« Hath 


"Fs 


e Hath any one 1n your: Pariſh 

« cauſed, procured, or maintained 
* « any Miniſter to ſay any public 
Prayer, or to adminiſter the Sacra- 
ment of Baptiſm, or of the Lord's 
« Supper, otherwiſe, or in any other 
« Manner, than is mentioned in the 
« Book of Common-Prayer * 9” 

This Interrogatory, you are ſenſible, 
is drawn in the very Words of the Sta- 
tute; and its Buſineſs being to diſco- 
ver ſuch irregular Things as you did, 
would have taken ſtrong Hold of you. 

Such Inquiries, indeed, are now 
rarely made. But the Acts of Unifor- 
mity remain in the ſame Force, and 
every Man that diſobeys them, is as li- 
able to be /puniſhed now as ever. — 
Though as to myſelf, Sir, I hope I 
have fully convinced you, by this 
plain Letter, that I am influenced by 

other 


* Vid. Biſhop ; Wren's Articles of Inquiry for the 
Dioceſe of Ely. 
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ether Motives than the Fear of Puniſb- 
ment, and that you had no Reafon to 
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ended to the MANES of the 
AUTHOR's PATRON. 


An ExTrRact from Dr. ADAM 
LitTTLETON's / ifitation Sermon, 
on 1 St. John v. 8. 


62 1 Come now to apply to you my 
« A Brethren of the Clergy, and 
« myſelf. It were well if we Mini- 
gers, as theſe ſacred Things (which 
c our Office and Function obliges us 
« to be converſant about) are in 
« Unum; ſo we ourſelves would act 
« in Unum, and agree in one in our 
« Miniſtcation of them. 
e It is not the Unity of the Doc- 
trine only (wherein I hope we do 
all perfectly agree) but it is the 
« Uniformity of Adminiſtration alſo 
% which muſt. preſerve the Church 


© of God amongſt us in her due 
< Reverence. 
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« TI muſt confeſs we are borne down 


with evil Cuſtoms, both in one and 
the other Sacrament; but tis high 
Time ſuch evil Cuſtoms ſhould be 


checked by Authority, and amended 
by our Diligence in our ſeveral Sta- 


tons. 

« It is grown a Faſhion now, be- 
cauſe People of Faſhion have 
uſed it, to have Baptiſm admini- 
ſtered in their private Houſes, con- 
trary to the very Defign of the Or- 
dinance itſelf, which was appointed 
for the receiving of Infants into 
the Congregation, and incorporat- 


ing them into Chriſt's Body, the 


Cuvkcu. 


% Now what a Solæciſm is this, to 
pretend the doing of it any where 
elſe than in the Cuurcu? 

« I am ſorry to hear what Objec- 
tions are made, that the People will 
have it ſo; and that the Miniſter's 
Subſiſtence does ſomewhat depend 
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[ 49] 
upon it. Why! Brethren, are we 
to be Men-pleaſers? Are we to ſtudy 
filthy Gain? If it be ſo, that we 
muſt warp from our Engagements, 
and do. unlawful Things, becauſe 


the People will have it ſo; that the 


Engliſh Clergy lie under that Ne- 
ceſlity, that we znuſt, for the bet- 
tering of our Subſiſtence, make ir- 


regular Compliances; - what ſhall I 
ſay, Brethren? 


„ SHalva, Domine, ferimus 1” 


ah 1 1 e * » 
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An E x TRACT from the very inge- 
ious Mr. RID LI. E y's Sermon, 
preached at the Puneral of the Re- 

verend Dr. William Berriman. 


M R. Ridley, taking Notice of the 
Doctor s ſingular Care in diſ- 
charging his Paſtoral Duty, remarks 
particularly, That in adminiſtering 
the holy Sacraments he was Punctual 
and exact; — in Baptiſm, not mixing 
the Water of Grace with the Cups of 
Intemperance, or blending Chriſtian 
Sacraments with Bacchanalian Rites; 
but making the CHURCH the Place 
of ingrafting into the Congregation, 
and the Hours of Prayer the cuſtomary 
Seaſons of it. 

He then ſubjoins the following 
Note. 
« Although for theſe Reaſons he 


© (Dr. B.) recommended the uſuat 


« Hours 


0 
| 


[51 ] 

« Hours of Prayer, yet in Indulgence 
© to particular Caſes, ſuch as any 
tc great Inconveniencies of Sureties at- 
tc tending at that Hour, or Danger 
« apprehended to the Child in cold 
<« Winter Evenings, he was ready to 
« perform the Office at any Time of 
« the Day: But then uſed the whole 
« Church Service, and had the Bell 
« rung a conſiderable Time before, 
c that a Congregation might come in 
« to join in the Prayers,” | 

As Dr. Berriman's great Learning 
and Piety will ever make his Memory 
dear to the Chriſtian World, his Judg- 
ment, and Practice with regard to pub- 
lic Baptiſm, muſt bear ſo much the 
greater Weight, towards recovering the 
regular and decent Uſe of it in all 
other Pariſhes. 


But as ſome Perſons may be more 
deeply ſtruck, and with leſs Difficulty 
determined, by the Opinion and Judg- 

oo ment 


To) 

ment of Lay GenTLEMEN on fch 
Subjects, eſpecially of. ſuch as are diſ- 
tinguiſhed in the World for their 
Rank, Learning, and Goodneſs, I 
hope, amidſt many others, the worthy 
Author of ſome excellent Prope/als, 
lately publiſhed, will give me Leave 
(without aſking it in Form) to ſelect 
a few Things out of the hird Propo- 
ſal, viz. © That the Sacrament of Bap- 
% tiſin be adminiſtered at the Time, 
&* and in the Place, preſcribed by the 
Rubric; ſince the Neceſſity of ad- 
miniſtering public Baptiſm in pri- 
vate, hath been long ſince happily 
aboliſhed,” 
He begins his Diſſertation on his 
Topic, with the following judicious 
and ſtriking Remark :— | 
« Whoever brings with him to the 
Peruſal of the Liturg y of the E/ta- 
bliſhed Church, thoſe Diſpoſitions and 
Abilities which are requiſite toward 
forming a right Judgment of any 

ec Writing, 
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Writing, or of the Merits of any 


Cauſe, cannot fail, it is believed, 
pronouncing it a Compoſition wiſely 
calculated to promote the Honour 
and Glory of Go p, and the Good 
of his Creatures. 

© But in Proportion to the Eſteem 
juſtly due to this excellent Syſtem 
of public Devotion, muſt ariſe Con- 
cern, to find that Cuſtom (by Ne- 
ceſſity introduced, without Neceſ- 
ſity continued) ſtill prevails againſt 
Decency and Order, concerning the 
Time and Place of adminiſtering the 
Sacrament of Baptiſm.” 
I have not Room to inſert his ad- 


mirable Reaſoning, and (one would 
think irreſiſtible) Arguments, againſt 
the Adminiſtration of Public Baptiſm 
in Private. And the ſame muſt be 
ſaid with reſpe& to the Oh jections that 


have been ſo fairly drawn and repre- 


{ſented by him, againſt aboliſhing the 


Practice 
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Practice fo much in Faſhion, with the 
| Anſwers to them. 


But as the at may be ſuppoſed to 


hs #1anſwerable, and to carry ſome 


particular Weight and Force in Fa- 


vour of the Cuſtom, I will lay thts 


before the u Nhe Reply to 
it. 

The Objection is thus ſtated:— 

ce If the Miniſter peremptorily re- 
fuſeth to gratify his Pariſhioners in 
the Humour of having Public Bap- 
tiſim adminiſtered in Private, the 
Conſequence will be Diminution of 
Income.“ 

To this it is anſwered I. Every 
ffncere Chriſtian, it is believed, 
&« wiſhes that the Incomes of the Pa- 
« rochial Clergy bore jufter Propor- 
<« tion, than is generally the Caſe, to 
ce the Emoluments ariſing from the 


Exerciſe of other liberal and learned 
Profeſſions. 
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2. « Howeyer juſt and deſirable 
e this Proportion may appear to be, 
de yer it is not to be wiſhed, that any 
« Part of the Clergyman's Income 
« aroſe from indulging his Pariſhian - 
« ers in Humours too nearly allied to- 
« Flath, Pride, and Lyxuty, to meet 
« with Encouragement from him. 
3. This Solicitude for the tem- 
poral Welfare of the Parochial Cler- 
„ py, however well meant, doth. not 
cc appear to be well founded, If Jome 
« People, of ſordid, narrow Tempers, 
« ſhould take this Opportunity to gra- 
tify Avarice, at the Expence of good 
Senſe and Good-nature, others, of a 
more open, liberal, ingenuous Way. 
of thinking and acting, will be found 
chearfully ready to compenſate the 
c Loſs their Miniſter may ſuſtain, from 
«© Perſons of a contrary Character. 
And the Balance, it is verily be- 
„ lieved, will be found to be in Fa- 
vour of Duty, and Magnanimity, 
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es: pliance. In all Events, the Tefti- 
« mony of Conſcience will be a Feaſt, 
_ « infinitely more delicious than can 
« be found from all the Riches of the 
« World. 

So far this worthy and ROY Lay 
Gentleman | And now, methinks, I 
hear every Clergyman anſwering the 
moſt powerful Solicitations (with ſome 
Allowance only for the Expreſſions) 
— If Balak would give me his Houſe 
full of Silver and Gold, I cannot go 
beyond the Word of the Lord, to do 
leſs or more. 
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